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4 QUALITY EDUCATION  

Prospects for families – Improving the compatibility of work and family life 

4.2.a, b All-day care for children 

 
Source(s): 
Federal Statistical Office 

Definition 
The indicators represent the proportion of children in all-day care on 1 March as a per-
centage of all children in the same age group on 31 December of the previous year. All-day 
care corresponds to a continuous contractually agreed care period of more than seven 
hours per day. Childcare for school children is not included. Indicator 4.2.a refers to the 
group of 0 to 2-year-old children, indicator 4.2.b to the group of 3 to 5-year-old children. 

Intention 
An increase in the proportion of children in all-day care is desirable, as needs-based child-
care options improve the compatibility of family and career. They also make an important 
contribution to equal opportunities, gender equality and integration. 

Targets 
4.2.a: Increase to 35% by 2030 
4.2.b: Increase to 70% by 2030 

Content and progress 
These indicators represent the proportion of children in all-day childcare as of the refer-
ence date 1 March – relative to all children in the same age group as of 31 December of 
the previous year. All-day childcare is defined as care contractually agreed for more than 
seven hours per day. The actual duration of care utilised may differ from the contractual 
agreement. Care periods of up to seven hours per day – which can also support better 
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work-family reconciliation – are not included. For this topic, care arrangements for chil-
dren aged six and above are also relevant; additional data on this is provided, for exam-
ple, by surveys conducted by the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and 
Cultural Affairs (Kultusministerkonferenz, see final section). 

Both children in day-care centres and those in publicly funded childminding are included, 
provided they do not simultaneously attend a day-care centre or all-day school. The care 
of school-age children is not considered. Indicator 4.2.a refers to children aged 0 to 2 
years, and indicator 4.2.b to children aged 3 to 5 years. The data for these indicators is 
drawn from the annual statistics of the Federal Statistical Office on children and staff in 
child day-care centres and publicly funded childminding. 

In 2024, 20.0% of children under the age of three (nursery age) and 47.0% of children aged 
three to five (pre-school age) had a contractually agreed all-day childcare arrangement in 
a day-care centre or through childminding. This means that since 2006 (6.5%), the propor-
tion of children under three in all-day care has more than tripled, and for those aged three 
to five (22.1%), more than doubled. Since around 2015 (18.1% and 43.9%, respectively), 
the rate of increase has slowed considerably. For children aged three to five, the propor-
tions have even declined slightly since 2020. In absolute terms, the number of children un-
der six receiving all-day care in child day-care centres or through childminding amounted 
to 1.61 million in 2024. Additionally, around 1.48 million children under six had a contrac-
tually agreed part-time care arrangement of up to seven hours per day. 

In 2023, 29% of children under six cared for in child day-care centres or in publicly funded 
childminding had a migration background – that is, at least one parent was of foreign 
origin. The care rate in this group was 50.4%, compared to 72.4% for children without a 
migration background. 

A clear divide remains in 2024 between the former territory of the Federal Republic and 
the new Länder in terms of all-day childcare provision. Among children aged 0 to 2, care 
rates in the new Länder ranged from 39.2% (Brandenburg) to 53.9% (Thüringen), while in 
the states of the former territory of the Federal Republic they ranged from 10.9% (Bayern) 
to 28.7% (Saarland). A similar pattern is evident for children aged 3 to 5: in the new 
Länder, rates ranged from 64.8% (Brandenburg) to 91.9% (Thüringen), whereas in the 
states of the former territory of the Federal Republic they ranged from 23.3% (Baden-
Württemberg) to 63.8% (Saarland). 

Childcare for school-age children is also significantly shaped by after-school care centres 
(Horte) and all-day schools. In 2023, 15,889 children aged 5 to 13 were in all-day care at 
after-school centres, and 534,491 in part-time care (excluding lesson time). In the 
2023/2024 school year, the proportion of pupils attending all-day education at general 
education schools was 48.9%, across all school types – including pupils older than 13. At 
primary schools, 50.0% of children received all-day care in the same school year. 

Compared to 2006, the number of pupils in all-day schooling rose significantly in 2024 – 
from just under 1.5 million to 3.8 million at general education schools overall, and from 
0.4 million to 1.5 million at primary schools. 
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Type of targets 
4.2.a: Target with specific target value 
4.2.b: Target with specific target value 

Assessment 
By 2030, the proportion of children aged 0 to 2 years (4.2.a) in all-day care should be in-
creased to at least 35%, and the proportion of children aged 3 to 5 years (4.2.b) in all-day 
care to at least 70%. 

According to the target formulation, the six-year average trend for indicator 4.2.a – despite 
stagnation in recent years – shows movement in the desired direction. If this trend contin-
ues, the indicator is expected to increase slightly, but the politically defined target for 
2030 will still be significantly missed. Indicator 4.2.a is therefore assessed as cloud for 
2024. 

By contrast, the proportion for indicator 4.2.b slightly declined between 2019 and 2024, 
moving contrary to the desired direction. Indicator 4.2.b is assessed as thunderstorm for 
2024. 

4.2.a:  

4.2.b: 
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