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Poverty - Limiting poverty

1.1.a,b Material and social deprivation, as well as se-
vere material and social deprivation

a) Material and social deprivation, as well as b) severe material and social deprivation

Proportion of people in the total population

25

Percentage
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——3) Material and social deprivation, European Union=—@-—b) Severe material and social deprivation, European Union

——2) Material and social deprivation, Germany: b) Severe material and social deprivation, Germany

Note(s):

The Leben in Europa survey (EU-SILC), which was previously conducted separately, was integrated into the microcensus as
a sub-sample in 2020. Due to the change from a voluntary survey to a survey with general obligation to participate, com-
bined with a new sample composition, it is neither possible to compare the data of the survey year 2020 with previous
years (break in time series). — From 2020: EU-27 (without United Kingdom).

Data source(s):
Statistical Office of the European Union, Federal Statistical Office

Definition

The indicators represent the proportion of people in the total population (in %) who are
considered to be materially and socially deprived (1.1.a) or severely materially and social-
ly deprived (1.1.b). Material and social deprivation describes the involuntary renunciation
of selected consumption due to financial problems and the lack of certain consumer
goods for financial reasons.

Intention

The (severe) material and social deprivation indicator (also: (severe) material and social
deprivation) is intended to identify individual situations of deprivation in order to illus-
trate living conditions at risk of poverty. It is also part of the Federal Government's de-
tailed poverty and wealth report.
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Targets
1.1.a: Keep the proportion of people who are materially and socially deprived below the
EU average by 2030

1.1.b: Keep the proportion of people suffering severe material and social deprivation be-
low the EU average by 2030

Content and progress

The data used for this indicator is based on the Europe-wide harmonised annual survey on
income and living conditions (EU-SILC). In the 2020 survey year, EU-SILC underwent exten-
sive methodological revisions and was integrated into the microcensus in response to in-
creasing demands for up-to-date data and the provision of more detailed regional results.
As a result of this realignment, the data from 2020 onwards is not comparable with that of
previous years.

As part of the development of the Europe 2030 targets, the previous indicator of material
deprivation was revised and expanded to include aspects of social deprivation. Since 2021,
it has therefore been referred to as the indicator of material and social deprivation. Indi-
viduals affected by material and social deprivation experience significantly restricted liv-
ing conditions due to a lack of financial resources. They, or the household in which they
live, are unable to afford at least five of the following thirteen specified items - in the case
of severe material and social deprivation, this applies to at least seven of the thirteen
items:

The household cannot afford:

to pay rent, mortgage instalments, utility bills, or consumer/instalment loans on time;
to keep the home adequately warm;

to cover unexpected expenses of a certain amount from their own resources;

to eat a meal containing meat, fish or a vegetarian equivalent every other day;

to take a one-week holiday away from home each year;

to own a car (excluding company or business cars);

to replace worn-out furniture.

NouosWwbhE

The individual cannot afford:

8. to replace worn-out clothes with new (not second-hand) garments;

9. to own at least two pairs of properly fitting shoes in good condition;

10. to spend a small amount of money each week on themselves;

11. to participate regularly in leisure activities (even if they involve costs);
12. to meet with friends or family for a drink or meal at least once a month;
13. to have an internet connection.

The six individual indicators (points 8 to 13) are only collected for persons aged 16 and
over. For children under 16, the data is derived from the responses of household members
aged 16 and over. The rule applied is: if at least half of the household members aged 16 or
over report being unable to afford a specific item (such as replacing worn-out clothes),
this is assumed to apply to the children under 16 in that household as well. In addition, it
is assessed whether children under 16 live in a disadvantaged household - that is, wheth-
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er at least three of the seven household-level criteria are met (such as not being able to
heat the home adequately).

To ensure data comparability, the Statistical Office of the European Union (Eurostat) has
recalculated figures for years prior to 2021 based on the new indicator. Over time, depri-
vation rates in the EU have consistently been higher than those in Germany. According to
Eurostat calculations, in 2024, 12.1% of the EU population were affected by material and
social deprivation. This figure was 0.7 percentage points higher than the corresponding
figure for Germany, which stood at 11.4%. The difference was smaller in the case of severe
material and social deprivation: in 2024, 6.2% of the population in Germany were affected
- only 0.2 percentage points below the EU average. The politically determined target was
therefore met in 2024 - although in the case of severe deprivation, only narrowly.

Clearer differences emerge within Germany across age groups. The deprivation rate among
those under the age of 16 stood at 13.0%, above the national average, whereas it was only
8.1% for those aged 65 and over. A similar pattern appears with regard to severe material
and social deprivation: 7.5% of under-16s were affected, compared to just 4.3% of people
aged 65 and over. When examining individual deprivation criteria, some marked differ-
ences can also be observed. While comparatively few respondents reported being unable
to afford an internet connection (2.5%) or at least two pairs of shoes in good condition
(3.9%), around one-third (32.2%) stated that they could not cover unexpected expenses
from their own financial resources.

Type of targets
1.1.a: Constant target for each year
1.1.b: Constant target for each year

Assessment

Both the proportion of people who are materially and socially deprived (1.1.a) and those
who are severely materially and socially deprived (1.1.b) should remain below the corre-
sponding EU average each year.

According to the target formulation, the difference between the EU average and the value
for Germany is calculated annually. Due to methodological changes in the survey concept,
indicator values from 2020 onwards are considered for both indicators.

For both indicators, the difference in 2024 is positive, indicating that the share in Germany
is below the EU average. Consequently, the politically defined targets for 2024 are met. At

the same time, the differences have steadily narrowed over the past five years, resulting in
a slightly cloudy rating for the indicators in 2024.

Note:

Since the EU average serves as the reference target, the indicators may be assessed posi-
tively even if the proportions of (severely) materially and socially deprived people in Ger-
many have increased.
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